That's it for this yearl
Let me know if you've got a great read to include in next year's list. And thanks to
the folks who provided recorsmendations for Ihis year's list.

Have a grest smwver and READ, READ, READI!

Amq'c s Annval
Svwmer Koadirg. Lt

Featuring the Best of the Past Five Years

Special tharks to Mg Emma Chavlon for appearing. in 10 isque, vtk spovt seiioncs fom Gava
ad for tacing long mpt So her Mowmy can vead! ]

*actually this is the sixth oo ['ve done, bed ' oot counting the first one becanse it was really jud a
Ay Kigy Chanrley 2003 compilation of othes st — and i had pretty Essited distribution



10 FAVORITES FROM THE PAST 5 YEARS

(rossing to Safely — Wallace Stegaer

A greal book for discussion. I's the real and
tonching stary of twe couples. Wonderfallll Also try
Augle of Repose.

The Fall of the Sparrow — Robert Rellenga
A wenderfil slocy about grie 2ad food 2ad (he bses
and grewing up and rekstiopships 2nd Ralian politics
and acadeasie politics and the humasdtics. W will
make you wank to go back b college, or to aly.,

The Croup — Mary McCarthy

The post-callege Fves of a group of girls from Vassar,
dass of '33. 1 peobably read this first whea ] was 15
and got S0°6. | read it again i 1999 2ad get a bt
more. Hyou bavea® read it, r2d L I you have,
read it again.,

| Capture the Castle — Bodie Smith

This is ene of my fasarits beoks of all time, i takes
phacein the "3's m a crumbling castle in England
tht Cassandva Noctmain's famdy bas beased. Her
father is somewhal unstable, ber young stepmother is
somewhal 2iry, and her sister is very romantic.
Cassandra wants to be a wriler and chronides the
umusial events of bee Bife in her dary, Soon tobea

major motica picture.

A Tree Grows in Brooklya — Betly Smith

1 kad forgotten how mruch | Josed this book. K's right
up there with Harriet the Spy and | Captere the
Castle. Wsabout Fran2 Nokan, growing wp i the
shims of turn-of-the-ceatary Beoekdym. She's smart
and funng and ronsaalic.

What are o farates?  Emil me
ot c_.hamlcquGingiéémbm

The Professor aad 1be Madman — Simon Winchester
The Escinating story of the development of the
Onford Engtich Dictionary ad cee of ils mast
umssz: comtributors.

Traveliog Mercies — Anne Lamolt
[hore Anoe Lamolt. She's so earthy and spiritual (i
areally practical, reafistic way.) This s a colloction
of ber essays from Safes magarine, They're just her
reflections on hfe, and Lhey’re greal.

Tender at the Bose — Ruth Reichl

Former Mow Ford Nimesestaant eritic (and
cuirvend edidor of (oarmed), Reichl wrikes engagingly
about ber life and food. Meathwalering. Absotry
Comfart Me With Apples.

A Persoral Bistery — Katberioe Crabam
Katherine Erabam died in 2001 afier a loug and
ihsstrions fife as danghler of, wife of and fmally
publisher of 7Be Rachingtan Post and this is her
persanal socy. i's amazing that such a poweful
woma could be s nmasouming and likable, as well
as such a greal and hoest writes.

Now, on to fhic year’s lict...

FACTION

Vear of Woaders — Geraldine Brooks

The slory of bow the 17¢h-century plague affects 2

small English village and its inhabitants, The rector
coovinces Lbe villagers bo stay and isolate themselves
from tbe rest of the world. K's got a bit of romance,
100,

Watch Your Mouth — Daniel Bandler

Danied Handler is “Lemony Saicke,” the cildren’s
author. This ks a novel be wrote hefore embarking ca
The Series of lalortinafe Frents series, s ablak
comedy about incest, Judaism, and a variely of other
things. He shonld stick o the lods books,

Dive from Clawsen's Pier — Aun Packer

Whea Carrie Bell's fiancé dives off a pier in Madison,
Wiscoosin and eads up paralyzed, Carrie has a lot of
decisions to make. Does she stay with him, even
though she was phasing to break wp with him before
the acrident? What does she really want? Orer tbe
course of the povel she lezrms a bot about berself aad
other people. And ultimately, [ think she makes the
wroeg choles,

The Clothes They Stood Up In— Alan Beanett
This s really & novella about an upper dass British
coupie who come bome from the opera bo find (bl
Lbeir boxse bas boea completely stripped of all their
possessions, They struggle with who they are
without their stuff — and how da they get i back?

The Crimson Petal and the White— Michael Faber
| really emjoyed 2l 800+ pages of this novel about
Yiclorian seciely. The main characlers, a well-read
peoctibate samed Segar and Willam Rackham, ber
geatieaian bencfactor, spend the movel tryimg to fve
wilhia the confines of Victorian society, while stil
trying bo bave things their way, Justaole, itis
about 2 prostitule, o there are same very graphic
sections.

The Emperor of Ocean Park — Stephen Carter
A Jegal thriller fram Carter, a0 Africas- American
Yale b professor, about an Africas-Americaa bw
prefessor, Deals with racism, academics aad family
relationships whila working throwzh 2 good myslavy.
Stasted out great, but bacame shghtly coafusing aad
ledious at the end.

The Lovely Boaes — Alice Sebold

| pet off reading this ooe for a Joag time — because
who wants bo read about a 14-year old girl who is
beutally raped and murdered? Bat i’s really sbout
how people deal with grief, and how bes sy’
relatiomships were affected by ber death. The
concepl of the "afterlle” also reminded me of one of
my fevorie movies, Jrufy, #odly, Dol

Eva Moves the Furniture — Margot Livesey
The story of a gil from a small-town in Seotlend, the
“companions” who are vishle caly b ber and bow
they affect her Bfe.

Child of My Heart — Alice McDermott

A beawtif] 15-year ofd girl babysits for weakhy
famibies in the Hamploos. She's a perfect babysiter,
be she's also 15 —in the words of Britwey Spears,
“Not a girl, not yet a woman”

The Secret Lives of Bees — Soe Mook Kidd
Asather young gl growing wp i the Secth in the
60's, This time she's dealing with the cirossslances
of ber mother's death and hee diffend rebabionship
with ber father, She runs away from bome and mests

Joy in the Moruing — Betty Smith

Not as good as A Trw Grows & Brvokira bl 8 good
read povetheless, In 1927, Brookiymitz Anaie
MeCairy straggles through ber first year of marriage
loa law studeat ol a Midwestorn uaiversty. K's
better than # sounds.



FAIRLY FLUFFY FAICTION MYSTEREES ¢ THRILLERS
Secial Crimes — Jane Staaton Hitchoock Missing Susan — Sharyn McCrumb
Jo Shtes is a rich sociely womea whase hushand An Elzabeth MacPherson mystery, in which she
dies and Jeaves everything lo bis mistress. Joltries  goes on alour of mous murder sites in Great
1o gek 1 all back by revealing the mistresstobea Beilain, and mystery easues. Cule,
murdever, N reminded me of Doasinick Dunae,
Dead in the Water — Carola Dunn

IDon't Know How She Does k— Alisoa Pearson  Duisy Dalrvmple is 2 Beraled woman in 1920's
Bridget Jones grews up, gels maried, bas idsanda  Builain, who s coastastly at the center of mysteries,
Jobandhmhadlmebabnmid. ﬂnsgat This one imolves the Thames Regatta
sligtly amnoying. SH Y e

A Grave Talent, To Play the
lsabel's Bed — Edinor Foel, With Child — Laurie Xing
Lippman === A series eboul two Sea
Fhen her Jonglerm Francisoo delectives. Kale
refationship fails, Harid Martizell is 8 bit of a rookde,
Nabones moves to Cape Cod and a Jeshian. Aboxzo Hawling
1 ghostwrite the s 2 brilant but bitler vederan
aulobiography of a wacky FED delective.
womtan insohved in a fameas murder case.

Absolute Certainly — Rose Connors

Bookends — Jane Greea A very fast-paced “Jegal Deiller” which takes place
T think this is ahout a growp of young British friends o Cage Cod. The protagonist is a singhe mother and

who start a bookstove, and find bove. | really doat
remsember.

The Boy Next Door — Meggin Cabot

A series of emails fram a Kew York gossip columnist
o ber friends and ootfeagues detals the ins and ouls
of her refatieaship with (he exysterions peighbor.
(e and quick.

Full House — Janel Eranorich

A shaghtly better than average (but <8l cheesy)
romanez novel, by the author of the Stephanie Pham
mystery sarks. Not mearly as dever as the
mysteries.

assistant district attorvey. Well vitien and very
suspenseful,

The Caler Street Hangman ~ Anne Perry

Frn devouring this s=ries of 22 mysteries sed in
Vickoriaa Loadoa 2ed festuring Charkotte Plt, 20
upper-class woman marmied 1o 8 common policeman,
What's really intecesting is that the author, Asse
Pervy, used tn be known 25 Jubet Marion Habe, 20d
i 1954 was coaricied of helping Lo murder he
friend's mother, S speal fve years in prison in
Hew Zealand, The flm “Beavenly Creatwres™ isa
shghtly fictionalized account of her tary.

Hard Eight - Janet Evasovich

H you've Jooking for quick, clever, funay mysteries,
you can’t go wroeg with Jaoet Evanovich. Her latest
in the Stephanic Plum series, To the Rines, is due
out July 15,

S

)

) s gela supeise ending,

NONFICTION

Mama Dear: Memoir of a Postwar Childhood in Europe — Christine Haidegger, Heidi J. Pelermichl
Christioe Hndegper is Inge, my father’s Austrian cousin, The book is fascinating.

Great Dames: What I Learaed from Older Womea — Marie Breaner
Profiles of ten women “of a certain age,” incloding Jacquelioe Kennody Quassis, Kay Thompsoo, Pamela
Harriman, Clare Pooth Luce, Kitty Carlisle Hart and olhers.

The Bitch im the House: 26 Woasea Tell the Truth About Sex, Solitude, Worl, Motherhood, & Marriage -
C21%i Hanamer

“Whet coudd have been a oollective gripe abeut 1be day-lo-dag routine of holding a family or relabioasiip
together is instead a wilty, and sometimes ey, read” From Amamw

The Orchid Thief — Susam Orleans
Learn more than you'd erer expec! abeut orchids and the people wha love/chsess over them,

The Barefoot Contessa Family Style and The Barefoo! Conlessa Parties! — Ina Carlea
Greal, éelicions, simple recipes and beautifl photes.

KIDS STUFF

The Little Prince — Antoine de Sainl-Fxnpery
Ve read s 1o Exnma befare she was born,
Perbeps someday she'll toll us whot it mecns,

The Carsiverous Carulval, (A Series of
Unfortwaate Events, Book 9) — Lensay Seickel
Wil the Baudelaires ever escape Count Olaf?
Tt is the YFD? And who is Lemony Seickat?
W'l just have Lo kecp reading to find col.

Dead Girls Don't Write Letters — Cael Giles
Sact of a yowng adult thriler about 2 gied whose
sisler dies in 20 apartment fire. Dhsteriovs
letters from the dead girl start appearing, and a
woeaa chiming (o be the dead girf shows up,




Books | Think (l Read Thi Year

The Lives of the Mases: Nse Womea & the Artists
They [nspired - Francise Prose

“In The Lives of the Muses, Francioe Prose wiitis a
spiriled and ealightening expese of mime women who
fired the imaginations of some of tbe most inimitable
artists and thinkers of the 199 sad 20 centuries.”
From Amazos

Usder the Banser of Hearea: A Story of Vieleat
Faith - Jou Krakaver

“Krakaser oomstructs & mullayered, bove-chilling
narrative of messianic delusion, sevege vialeace,
polygamy, and unyielding Faith. Aloag the way, he
unoovers a shadawy offbosl of America's fastest-
growing religion, and raises provocative questions
about the nabure of religheas belel.” Srow Amazay

A Big Life in Advertising - Mary Wells Lawrence
“Spamming four decades ia the world of advestising
and the &fe of one of its star plagers, A Big Life
oozzs with julcy details and msider revelations.”
From Amezow

Leap of Faith: Meaoirs of aa Urexpected Life —
Queea Noor

Lisa Halsby was boen i 1951 t9 2 wealtby American
family, In 1978 she married the King of Jordan and
became Quesa Noer,

What Should T Do With My Life - Po Bronsoen
Profiles of 50 pesple searching for their true
callings,

The Quality of Life Report - Neghan Daum
A New York TY peodscer mores 1o the Midwest

The Bazards of Good Breeding — Jessica Shattnck
“Nhattac’s debet novel is a sacial comedy, with
(lashes of darker import, about an uppes-crast
Bostoa siburban Family foecod to come bo terms with
the peessures of conlemporary e and the wags i
which they suceeed, or mave frequeatly bl” Fraw
Fiblishers Weekfy

Missing Persons — Margo Rabb
Bookwagarive calls ber “the new Nancy Dyew.”
This hook woa't be oul watil Jay, [ think. I's about
b Jewish Leeeage girds who go off in search of
mysteries.

Alogement — lan McEwaa

00 a hot summer day in 1935, thirtosn-year-old
Brioay Talis witnesses a momeal's flirtation between
ber older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the son
of a servant and Cealia's childhood friend, But
Brioay’s incomplete grasp of adult metives —
together wilh ber precocious literary gifts — brings
?&MNHMJMM’ Frow

The Little Friead — Donna Tarit

The boag-awaited secoad book from fower Merary

w Doasa Tarlt, author of The Secret
m.

The Babby Gold Staries, Bone in the Throat, Gone
Bamboo — Anthony Bourdain

These are fiction works by chef/writer Anthoay
Boardain, author of Kitchen Confidential 2nd A
Cook’s Tour. ¥ wasa happlly marmied, Fd want
hims bo be my boyfrizad

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoesix — J.X.

Rowling
& will be refeased oa Jme 21. | pre-crdeced my
oopy brom Amaroa UK 2pes aga,

Bocks | KNOW 'l Read this Year

Goodaight Koon — Margaret Wise Browa
Pat the Bunny — Dorothy Kunbardt
[ Where the Wild Things Are sad ko the Night Kitchea

~ Maurice Sendak

I yoa haven™t read la the Night Kitchea, yoo mad.
N's oce of my favorites and one of the oaly chidren’s
baoks pou’ll find with full froral mudity.

Hippos Go Berserk, Pajama Time and Boyaten’s
Creates! Hits, Yolumes 1 & 2 — Sandra Boyalon
Wacky!

Cuess How Much | Love You — Sam McBrataey

Browa Bear, Brown Bear, What Do Yoo See?
The Yery Rungry Caterpillar — Eric Carle

Olivia — lan Falooner

Walter, the Farting Dog — William Ketzwiakle
How cocld yem resist this tite?

Fmma’s Pet, Emma’s Yacation,and Fiz-X — David
MePhail

Asd azy number of other delightful chldren’s books!

YOUR. SUGKESTIONS

Sugpested by Corol Blmer

Big If — Nark Costello

Hamlet's Desire — Bob Smith

A House in Sicily — Daphne Phelps
Dirt Masic — Tim Winten

The lmpressionisl — Hari Kuazru
Never Change — Elizabeth Berg
The Dyeam of Scipio — Jaia Pears
Carol say, "Not an exsy read, but | Jored (35 book
It's 2 ‘thinker "

Life of Pi -~ Yaan Hartel

Prague — Anthur Phillips

Sogrested by Joann Aifus

The Arcasum: TheEstraordinary Troe Siory — Janet
Gleeson

Beginoer's Luck — Laura Pedersea

Three Weeks in Paris — Barbara Taglor Bradford

Suprested by Jfme Waler
Empire Fells — Rickard Rasso

Three Jumes ~ Julia Glass
The No. 1 Ladies’ Petective Ageacy - Alesznder
HeCall Smith

Sogested by Kt Auntin

Middlesex — Jeflvey Eagenides

Set This House in Order — Malt Russ

Kurt says, “... ahout a guy with meXighe persemality
disorder who falls in love with a womaa wilh MPD,
Wacky bilasity, no doubt, ensues”

Sogvested by Kara Scandiy
Ky Tear of Meats — Roth L. Ozeki
Revere Beach Boulevard — Rolaed Merullo

Resd a realy good bock 44 iear?
Wart to wam vs shoit 3 veally bsd ene?
E-mil Aqu st oky.«kﬁeéfxg,?nvbmm.



